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In the spirit of compromise, I have decided to expand 

my original Special Session call to include not only 

economic development bonds, but education, bridges and 

other bond issues as well. This should give legal clearance 

to the Legislature to consider and adopt the tentative bond 

package agreement reached by House and Senate conferees

over the weekend.

My original intention, which I relayed to the House and

Senate leadership before the Special Session began, was to 

have time-sensitive economic development bonds passed 

first so other more contentious bond issues would not 

jeopardize job creation. Unfortunately, however, 2,000 

Mississippi jobs have already been put at risk by delays at 

the Capitol. I hope this expansion will quickly end this 

unnecessarily long Session which has now cost taxpayers 

close to $500,000.  

While the bond package agreement is larger than I 

would have liked in these tight budget times, we should not 



make “the perfect the enemy of the good” in this case. I 

applaud the hard work of the conferees to reach a 

settlement all sides can approve. I appreciate the fact that 

the bill’s tentative language removes mandatory racial 

quotas and provides money to address important higher 

education projects, repair dangerous rural bridges and 

create jobs across the state. 

This Special Session should have taken hours, but 

instead took weeks. Holding good bills hostage to make 

political points is no way to do the people’s business. I hope 

the men and women of the Legislature will quickly adopt 

this bond bill and join me during the upcoming Regular 

Session in renewing another kind of bond – the common 

bond we all share to do what is best for Mississippi at all 

times.
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